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GENERAL PREFACE

The teaching of the prophets 1s generally distorted P HaleL
world and the interpretations of the priests If we wish to ascertain what
the founders of great religions taught, we have to get back to the origmal
sources

Buddhism 1n all 1ts forms goes back to the Iife and teaching of the Buddha
While the austerities practised *by him till e attaned eflightenment appeal
to the Hinayana, the Pali, or the Southern sghool, his Iife of service and com-
passion for 45 years after the attainment of enlightenment 1s the authority for
the Mahayana, the Sanskrit or the Northern school

The 1eligious quest springs from the consciousness of the imperfection and
suffering of the world The questions whicl worried Tolstoy 1 the fifueth
year of lus Iife disturb all thinking men ““What 1s ife * Why should I Live ?
Why should I do anything ? Is there any meaning in hife that can overcome
mevitable death ?” Nymnzky summed up the whole problem in his Diary
when he wrote ‘“The whole Iife of my wife and of all mankind 1s death ”
How can we be saved from the body of this death ? Thus 1s the problem of
religion

The Buddha traces suffering to selfish desire Suffering 1s the result of
tension between a living creature’s essential impulse to try to make 1tself into
the centre of the umverse and 1ts essential depéndence on the rest of creation
Craving 1s that which binds the mndividual to the creative procegs The
mdividual with sclfish desire becomes the slave of the universe We can-auer,
come suffering only 1f we get iid of trsnd or tanha To attempt to get rid of
suffering through the various devices of self decgption 1s not™o cease to suffer
but to suffer mn a different way

The Buddha formulates the eight fold path of morality which helps
elinunate selfish desire and overcome sufferings When the Upamsags declare,
“That thou art”, lat tvam ast,*t 1s not a mere statement of fact It1s a callto
action Make thyself that which thou know thou canst be Whereas the
Hindu mind beleves in a permanent element 1n the mdividual whick ¢an stand
firm and unshaken in the mdst of change, the Buldhst stresses the dynanuc
character of the self No change 1s possible with an unchangsng canscious
ness We can achieve the possibilities m us by the exertion of the will rather
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than by the play of the mtellect Religion 1s not a creed, but a vital process
It 1 no use railing agamst God or destiny when we are ourselves the authors
"of our disgrace If few are chosen, 1t 15 because few choose to be chosen
Thé Buddha laid stress on the creative freedom of man The Buddha did not
encourage dependence on the supernatural He could not concewve of
a bemng capable of creating a world for the express purpose of its cieatures
praising him The ten veramamis or prohibitions or abstinences called
dasasila or dasasiksapada which the novices m thepath of Buddhism utter are
given in these words “I take upon myself the abstinence, (1) from des
troying Iife, (2) frem taking what 1s not givep, (3) from leading an unchaste
hfe, (4) from speaking untruth, [5) from giving myself to mtoxicating drugs,
(6) from eating at 1rregular hours, (7) from seeing musical and dancing per
formances angd other shows and pageants, (8) from wearing garlands, per
fumes, unguents afd other bodily decorations, (9) from usmg high couches
and seats, (10) from accepting gifts of gold and silver The first five are the

Buddhist paficasila

Panaupatd veramani sikkhipadam samadiyami
Admnadand veramam sikkhipadam samadiyam
Kamesu micchicird veramam sikkhdpadam samadiyanm
Musiavada veramam sikkhipadam samadiyam

Surd meraydmajja pamadatthand

veramam sikkhdapadam samadiyim

Conflicts 1n the world are conflicts in the human soul enlarged If men were
at peace within themselves, the outer conflicts between nations would nevi-
tably qgase By practising the Buddha’s paficaéila we will develop patience,
~eruzage, love and unselfishness The Buddha teaches us that even in an age
of anxiety and violence, 1t 15 possible to gain and maintain wnner harmony,
which 1s not at«the mercy of outward circumstance

Nirvanam faramam sukham Nirvana s the hughest bhss Tt 15 not a ne-
gagive state of anmilation but a positive state of joy, consciousness grown
from an unhappy to a beatifis one The Buddha does not tell us that man 1s
but a bubble on the turbulent surface of natyre and that he has no destiny
save to undergo dissolution The Hindu affirms that man can realse hus
identity with Brahman, the ground of all being, the Buddhist says that man
can live m a transfigured world where samsara and niroana are one In
Maha saccako Sutz‘a, the Buddha himself 1s reported to have described the,
supremg triumph of reaching the goal of lus quest as follows K
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“When this knowledge, this insight had arisen within me, my heart
was set free from ntoxication of lusts, set free from the intoxication of
becomings, set free from the mtoxication of ignorance In me, thug.
emancipated, there arose the certamty of that emanc1pat10n/¢ JAnd
I came to know  “Rebirth 1s at an end The higher life has™been ful
filled What had to be done has been accomplished ~ After this present
Iife there 13 no further for this or that Thus last insight did I attain to i
the last watch of the might Ignorance was beaten down, mnsight arose,
darkness was destroyed,*the light came, mnasmuch as I was there strenuous,
earnest, master of myself > Thus ended the struggle of six long years

The Buddha 1s said to be a physician ~ Even as the physician strives to

restore to health a sick man, the Buddha tries to restore us to our normal con
ditton  If our leaders become normal, we may be able to replace the present
social order i which division, falsehood and violence prevaily by a new one
m which humanity, truth and brotherhood will reign

On the occasion of the 2,500th anmiversary of the Buddha’s parnirvana,

the Government of India decided to publish standard versions i Devanagari
script of the complete Pal and the Sanskrit texts of the two schools, Southern
and Northern, 1 the hope that some of the readers of these books may be 1m
pelled to love the good, to practise altruism and hold their spirit aloof from the
desires and ambitions of the world

S Radhakrishnan






NFRODUCTION
1 The Piah Tipitaka

After the passing away of the Buddha at Kusmaird, the disciples had
assembled to pay their last homage to hlm The Venerable Mahi Kassapa,
the chief of the congregation, was dehveg;lng words of consolation to the
bereaved assembly, reminding them of the declaration of the Buddha —*It
15 the very nature of all things near and dear to us that we must divide
ourselves from them ” Subhadra, a monk who had rucewved ordination in
an advanced age, however, did not look gloomy He took a perverted view
of the situation and spoke --“Do not grieve, brothers, for now we are
defimitely released from the restraint of the Great Teacher and his too rigrd
discipline  While the Teacher lived, we were constantly rebuked for falling
to observe the hard rules, but, now we are at hiberty to do as we please,
therefore, do not grieve ” These words sounded a note of warning against
the future possible distortton of the Dhamma at the hands of faithless
members of a stmlar category The Venerable Mahi Kassapa felt an
urgent need for convening a Grand Council of the leading Elders of the
Sangha to make a full collection of the teachings, and also to adopt
means for thewr right preservation and transmission to posterity He
addyessed the Bhikkhus thus —‘“Come, friends, let us chant together the
Dhamma and the Vinaya > The Venerable Maha Kassapa drew”a hst of
five hundred names of the topmost disciples to be appomted as members sf
the Qouncil At first, the name of the Venerable Ananda was left out 1n. view
of the fact that he had not attamned Arhathood till then But, as no one else
m the Sangha had the privilege of lis ening to the Teacher so very closely and
for such a long period of time, his participation was deemed necessary _and
impartant He was, consequently; asked to go to a suitable abode and develop
insight, so as to become an Arhat and be able in time to joun the Council
King Ajatasattu made necessary arrangements for the accommodation and
convenience of the conventidn at Rajagaha, a favourite resort of the Teacher
hmmself A spaciou, beautiful pavilion was raised for the meeting at the
entrance of the Sattapanni cave, on the northern side of the Vebhara Hill
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Venerable Ananda made the best efforts to train humself mn developing
msight Fe kept walking up and down for the whole night absorbed 1n deep
meditation, and, early in the morning, as fe was going to stretch himself on
“the bed, hus feet had left the ground and the head had not reached the pillow,
at that nroment, as if by a flash of light, darkness was dispelled and the sublime
hght of samthood dawned upon him  And, through his miraculous super
human power of an Arhat, he appeared all of a sudden on his appomnted seat
1n the hall, as if emerging out of the ground, exactly as the proceedings were

going to be started

With the permussion of the Sangha, Venerable Mahad Kassapa asked
Upah questions on Vinaya, relathng to the different monastic transgressions,
the matter, the occasion, the $ndividuals concerned, the principal rules
(pafifiatt1), the amended rules (anupafifiatt1) and all other details about them
In this, the Vinaya text was agreed upon and settled Then, agan, with the
permussion of the Sangha, he asked Ananda questions on the Dhamma, the
occasion of a sermon and the gerson or persons with reference to whom 1t

was preached *

The commentary, Atthakathi, of a much later date, assumes that the
Abhidhamma Pitaka was also included i the collection of the Dhamma,
and that the Tipitaka, as 1t 15 available to us, was finalised at vhis very stage ®

A century after the passing away of the Buddha, a great controversy
arose n the Sangha concerning the iterpretation of some Vinaya rules This
necessitated the holding of the Second Council at Vesalh Seven hundred
leading Elders from distant parts of the country assembled to take part n it,
axgd they had drawn up a new edition of the Scripture, resulting in the fixing
up of the Pitakas, Nikdyas, Angas and Dhammakkhandhas®

A century after, when King Asoka embraced Buddhism and gave
patronage to its propagation, the richly furnished monasteries became centres
of attraction even for the members of other sects T hey donned the yellow
robe, either by proper ordmnation or stealthily, and went about as Bhikkhus
enjoying the privileges and honour given tothem  They could not, however,
leav@ therr own imnclimations behind, and began to twist and distort the
Doctrine 1n their own ways This led to a state of confusion, and 1t became
dufficult to distinguish the true principles from the coloured ones The Elders

1 Cullavagga, Chapter X1 2 Sumangalavlasin, Nidanakatha
3  Cullavagga, Chapter XI
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“felt the necessity of safeguarding the purity of the Dhamma by affecting a total

purge of the alien elements i she philosophical Iife of the Sangha This
task was entrusted to the Venerable Moggahiputta Tissa, a saint, a thinker ana
awnter He compiled a book called the Kathavatthu, refuting a¥ the
foreign theories, which was adopted as a book of the Tipitaka at the Third
Counail held at Pataliputta under his presidentship After the council, Asoka
despatched mussionaries to the then civilised parts of the world for a wide
propagation of the Dhamrpa?

Prince Mahinda and Princess Sanghamitta renounced the world and
Jomed the Order to lead a mistion to Sihaladipa (Ceylon) Since then, the
1sland became a stronghold of Buddhisnt, arxd, even up to this day, has main-
tained the tradition of Pal Tipitaka with all religious zeal?

Up ull then, the Tipitaka was traditionally handed down orally from
teachers to pupils The complete Scripture was compiled in the form of books
for the first time 1 Ceylon 1n 29 B C ,under thespatronage of king Vattagamam
Abhaya, with all the detailed classifications that are now obtamed in thePal
Tipitaka of the Theravada School.. This was done at the Council convened
for the purpose, known as the Fourth Great Council®

The Fifth Council, according to orthodox tradition, was held at
Mandlay, Upper Burma, in 1871, under the patronage of king Mindon In
this Council the entire Pal: Tipitaka was revised,re edited and finally engraved
on 729 marble slabs as follows® —

Vinaya 111 slabs
Sutta 410 slabs
Abhidhamma 208 slabs,

Now, in this present age, there was the necessity of bringing out an op-
to date cdition of the Tipitaka, printed on modern machines This task was
taken up by the Burmese Chattha Sangayana, the Sixth Great Council, held
m Rangoon, which opened on the 17th May 1954 in the artificially bult
Rock Cave, specially constructed for this purpose, at a little distance from the
aty Two thousand and five hundred of the most crudite Bhukkhus, fron? all
pa ts of the world, participated in chanting the Tipitaka together A
modern printing press was installed mn a separate bulding, and there the texts
were printed as soon as they received the sanction of the Sangdyana The

1 Mahavam a, chapter V. 2 Mahavam a, op ct 3 Mahdvamsae
chapter X XXIII 4 @ aa ¥ yoo aw, 24 p 35
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Council kept functioning for two years, and concluded on the fullmoon day,
May 1956, synchromsing with the 2500th Jayanti of the Buddha

Jp Ceylon, Burma, Thailand and Cambodia the principal religion of
the people 1s Theravada Buddhism, that adheres to Pah Tipitaka as its Serip
ture There, they have been having editions of 1t in their own scripts  Pah
Text Society, London, has been able to complete the publication of a major
portion of 1t in Roman characters But, as yet, 1t 1s not fully available mn
any script of India '

It 1s with a view to removing this want that the Government of India
and the State Government of Bifar have jointly sanctioned a scheme of
editing and publishing the entire ‘Pah Tipitaka in Devanigari, which will be
complete 1n 40volumes of about 400 pages each Ths task has been entrusted
to the Devanagar: Tripitaka Publication Department, Nalanda It aims at
presenting a co ordmated edition of the text based on the printed books 1n
Roman, Smhalese, Burmese and Siamese scripts

The following chart wall show the distribution of books 1 the hterature —

TIPITAXA
VINAYA PITAKA SUTTA PITAKA ABHIDHAMMA PITAKA
I Mahivagga 1 Dighanikaya 1 Dhammasangani
2 Cullavagga 2  Majjhimanikaya 2 Vibhanga
3 Piaattya 3 Samyuttamkiya 3 Dhatukatha
I Parapka 4 Anguttaramkdya 4 Puggalapafifiatt
5 Panvira 5 Khuddakamkiya, 5 Kathavatthu
which contains the 6 Yamaka
followng fifteen 7 Patthana
books —

1 Khuddakapatha
u  Dhammapada
m Udana

v Itivuttaka

v Suttanipita
V1  Vimanavatthu
v Petavatthu °*
vii Theragiths e
1x Thengitha

x  Jataka

xt  Niddesa
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xu  Patisambhidimagga
x  Apadina

x1iv  Buddhavamsa &

xv  Canyapitaka

2 ThePresent Volume 1its Place1nthe Tipitaka

The three Pitakas represent the three sections of the Canon Therr
subject matter and wayseof treatment differ from one another The five
books of the Vinaya Pitaka deal with the rules and regulations of monastic
Disciphine, the five Nikayas of ghe Sutta Pitaka are collections of the discourses
delivered by the Buddha at different pldces, on different occasions, and
addressed to different congregations, and, the seven Pakaranas of the Abh
dhamma Pitaka are treatises on the techmical psycho ethical philosophy
presented in terms and style suited to 1t

The first Nikdya of the Sutta Pitaka 1s the Digha Nikdya, a collection
(Nikaya) of long (Digha) sermons There are as many as 34 long sermons
(Suttas) contamned 1n 1t, divided 1 three books, called the Silakkhandhavagga,
the Mahavagga and the Pathikavagga

The present volume 15 an edition of the above third book, the Pathika-
vagga This name does not suggest any thing about the nature of the contents
or the method of the book A better name would have.been Pathikad: Vagga’
meaning ‘the collection of Suttas of which Pathika 1s the first’ It 15 1n this
sense that this name 1s given to 1t

Two Suttas of this Volume, Sigilovida and Atinatiya, are un
doubtedly pieces of outstanding individuality in the entire Tipitaka—the
first as a Code for the lay disciples, and the second as a Ward rune for the
superstitious  They have been very often singled out and edited and preted
s independent books for the use of the common people all L over the Buddhust
countries

Itis even possible to come accross such persons who are mtimately
acquainted with these Suttas, w1thout knowing to which particular section or
book of the Tipitaka they actually belong

3 The Present Volume A Summary
(P) Pathaka Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Anupiya in the Malla country One day
while he paid a visit to his hermitage, Bhaggava enqmred 1f 1t was true that
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Sunakkhatta had forsaken him and his order, being dissatisfied with his
Doctrme  The Buddha acknowledged that Sunakkhatta had gone away from
him with a protest that he (the Buddha) did neither exhibit to ham feats of
superlraman power, nor did definitely tell hum about the geness of the world
and theself  He further narrated how Sunakkhatta had developed a perverted
appreciation for cynics like Korakkhattiya who behaved like a dog
sprawling on the ground, and Kalara mattaka, a naked ascetic who had
taken the vow of living only on spirituous drink ang flesh

The Buddha went on narrating the intergsting story of Pathikaputta,
of Vesih, who boasted i the public*that he was anxious to have an open spirt
tual duel with him(Buddha), a competition 1n exhibiting superhuman powers
Sunakkhatta took the initiative to arrange a public meeting of the Buddha
with Pathikaputta, at the latter’s residence 1tself He, making a wide announ-

cement of 1t, had collected a grand audience, consisting of leading personages
from all sections of the society ~ Reople, anxious to witness feats of superhuman
powers to be performed by the two renowned monks, one trying to excell the
other, thronged from all sides and filled the yard The Buddha turned up
first of all and took his seat in the front Buf, Pathikapuita got so much
frightened to appear that, inspite of the best efforts of the leading persons,
he could not be persuaded even to stir from the corner where he was hiding
hamself

"This dishonourable defeat of Pathikaputta gave a shock to Sunakkhatta,
who was inwardly wishing his superiority over the Buddha, still, he could not
change his mind, and did actually break off

After narrating this much of story to Bhaggava about the desertion of
Surakkhatta, the Buddha turned the topic of his discourse to the problem

relating to the genesis of the world and the self, and he explained 1t according
to the conception of Brahma and Manopadosika gods

{2) Udumbarka Sihanida Sutta

"The Buddha was staymng on the Gyjfakiita Hill, at Raijagaha At
that time, Nigrodha Paribbajaka, a recluse, was sojourning there 1n Queen
Udumbarikd’s Park A lay disciple, the householder Sandhina, happened
to visit Niggodha Paribbijaka and have a discusdion on the personality and
doctrine of the Buddha In indignant words, Nigrodha said — “Even as
a one eyed cow thaf, walking m a circle, follows only the outskirts, so 13 the
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Samana Gotama "Why forsooth, householder, if the Samana Gotama were

to come to this assembly, with a single question only could we settle him, yea,
methinks we could roll him over like an empty pot °

The Buddha heard these words of Nigrodha, with his clairaudienc®, and,
descending from Gyjhakiita, he cameto Moranivipa on the bank of the
Sumigadha, and began to walk to and fro in the open arr Gradually he
entered the park and went up to the assembly Nigrodha greeted him
respectfully and offered hum an honourable seat  As he himself professed
self mortifying austerities, he requested the Buddha to explaimn about the
fulfilment and non fulfilment,of the same

The Buddha pointed out the several ways in which the practice of aus
terities 1s liable tobe blemished, namely —if he begins to feel proud of himself
for practising such austerities, and exalt himself and despise others, becomes
infatuated and grows careless, gets attatched to gains and fame

It was so true, that Nigrodha gave his ready acceptance — “Verily,
lord, these things are blemishes in the practice of self mortification *

Through a slow gradual process, the Buddha led him to realise the
futibity of practising self mortification, which does not help 1n purifying the
mind, and that the real way to the ultimate goal of man consists 1n the fulfil
ment of the Eightfold Noble Path

The Householder Sandhana reminded Nigrodha of the indignant state-
ment that he had made in the beginning He felt ashamed of 1t, confessed
his mistake and requested the Buddha to be kind enough to forgive him for 1t
The Buddhasaid —  “Verily, Nigrodha, it was an offence that you had com-
mutted 1n speaking thus of me And, masmuch as you maketh 1its confession
I do accept 1t But I, Nigrodha, say this to you—Let a man of intelligence
come to me, who 1s honest, candid, stradghtforward — I will nstruct
him, I will teach im the Norm  If he practises according as he 1s taught,
he will surely reasilse the Ultimate in no time

“May be, Nigrodha, you will think the Samana Gotama has said this
from a desire to get puplls,'but you are not thus to explain my words Let
him who 1s your teacher be your teacher still May be, Nigrodlea, you wall
think, the Samana Gotama has said this from a desire to make us secede from
our rule, but you are not thus to explain my words Let" that which 1s your

b

|
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rule be your rule still  Wherefore, Nigrodha, I speak thus, neither because
I wish to gain pupils, nor because I wish to ¢onfirm you in bad doctrines, or
detach you from good doctrines But, O Nigrodha, there are bad things not
put ayay, corrupting, entailing birth renewal, bringing suffering, resulting
n 1ll, making for birth, decay and death in the future And 1t 1s for the
putting away of these that I teach the Norm

(3) Cakkavatti Sihanada Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Mitula, in the Magadha country There
he addressed the Bhikkhus thus — “O Bhlkkl}us, be a lamp unto yourselves,
a refuge unto yourselves, dependfhg on no one else as your refuge, let the
Dhamma be your lanp, let the Dhamma be your refuge, depend not on any
thing else as your refuge

He narrated to them the story of king Dalhanemu, a righteous king ruling
1n righteousness, lord of the four quarters of the earth, conqueror, the prote
ctor of his people He possessed the seven Ratanas, to wit, the Wheel, the
Elephant, the Horse, the Gem, the Woman, the Treasurer, and the Captain
When he became old, he established his eldest son on the throne and renounced
the world as a monk This new king too fulfilled the duties of a Cakkavatt1
and held the tradition that he had inheritted For seven dynasties the trad:
tion of Cakkavatti kingship was maintained The eighth king did not care to
learn his duties  He began to govern his people in his own way The great
short coming of his was that he failed to provide economic security to the peo
ple, due to which poverty became widespread in the country  Poverty begot
theft, theft begot murder and all other evils Thus led to a gereral deteriora
tion n the Iife of the generation 1n all directions

= The Buddha predicted that in future there would arise a Cakkavatt
king, named Sankha, who would liquidate poverty and restore the high level
of moral and social life of men

The Buddha summeg up his sermon, again, with the arousing words
“Q 8Bhikkhus, be a lamp unto yourselves, a refuge unto yourselves, depending
on no one else as your refuge, let the Dhamma be your lamp, let the Dhamma

be your refuge, depend not on any thing else as your refuge °
R (4) Aggaiifia Sutta

The Buddha was staying in the mansion of Migaramati, n Pubbirama,
near Savatth1  THere, one day, while he was walking to and fro in the open



INTRODUCTION XIII

air, Bharadvaja and Vasettha, two young novices, came up to him and began
to walk behind him, ashe w 1mparting some instructions to them

Visettha reported that the Brahmanas assert that they are the best amongst
mankind, for they are born from the mouth of Brahma The Buddha peinted
out that 1t was utterly untrue , for, every one knows that they are born from
the womb of their mothers, just as any other man He explamned that
the greatness of a man consists 1n his own personal worth Birth atself
cannot elevate a sinner or lower the position of a truely meritorious one thus,
1t 18 Dhamma that 1s great To elucidate the same, he said —

“Q Vasettha, following 1s an illystration for understanding how the
Dhamma 15 the best among this folk both n thus Iife and 1n the next King
Pasenad: of Kosala 1s aware that the Samana Gotama has gone forth from the
clan of the Sakiyas, who are his vassals They render him homage and
respectful salutation, they rise and do him obewsance, and treat him with
ceremony Now, just as the Sakiyans treat king Pasenad1 of Kosala, so does
the king treat the Tathagata It 15 because the king honours the Dhamma,
reveres the Dhamma, regards the Dhamma, that he renders homage and res
pectful salutation to the Tathagata **

The Buddha taught them to 1dentify themselves as sons of the Sakya
Muni and forget all their distinctions and differences due to birth

Then, the Buddha narrated to them how after the dissolution of the
untverse beings were born 1n the Abhassara realm, after a long long time this
world began to re volve, and there existed only mental beings, feeding on
rapture, self luminous, traversing the air  and, after a long time, earth with
1ts savour was spread out in the waters, even as well made ghee or pure butter,
so was 1ts colour, even as the flawless honey of the bee, so sweet was 1, then
beings tasted it and became greedy, earth became hard, rice grew w11d n
unploughed field, there arose sexual lust, theft was introduced, appomtment
of a leader as king was made, those who tried to overcome evils began to be
known as Brahmanas, the traders' became known as Vessas, those who lived
on hunting and such like trifling pursuits began to be known as Suddas, from
all these classes those who renounced mundane pursuts and took to theholy
life of a monk began to be cdlled as Samanas, and, finally, one whko became
an Arhant occupied the highest status of all All 15 such because of the
greatness of the Dhamma
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(5) Sampasddaniya Sutta

The Buddha was staymng 1n the Mang8 Grove of Pavarika, at Nalanda
There, S riputta paid his homage to him and exclaimed —“Lord, as regards
the hfgher wisdom, there had been none in the past, there will be none 1n
future, and there 15 none in the present who can be held equal to you ”

The Buddha saxd — ‘Grand and bold are these words of thine,
Sariputta, thou hast roared a verttable lion’s roar in this that thou hast said 1

Sariputta humbly submitted that the Dhamma was so well
expounded by him that all of his doubts were odispelled and he had realised
that 1t was unsurpassable He gave neference to the different aspects of the
greatness of the teachings and asserted that all these had led to generate 1n his
heart an unflinching faith in the Buddha and his doctrine

(6) Pasadika Sutta

The Buddha was sojourning in the Sakyan country At that time,
Nigantha Nataputta had just died at Pava and there had arisen a great con
fusion and discord amongst his followers Now, Cunda, the Novice, having
passed the ramy season at Pivi, came to see the venerable Ananda at
Ramagima He gave him the news of the death of Nigantha Nataputta and the
subsequent state of confusion that had arisen 1n his followers ~ Then, both of
them went together to the Buddha and delivered the news to hum The Buddha
said that there was no wonder about 1t, for, such state of affairs 1s natural to
take place 1n the Order of one who 15 less than a Supreme Enlightened One
There was no such danger 1n his own Order, for, hus disciples had realised the
different stages of samthood and that he had made a clear enumeration of the
chief principles of his teachings, namely—

The Four Ways of Mindfulness, the Four Supreme Efforts, the Four

Paths of Efficacy; the Five Powers, the Five Forces, the Seven Factors of
Enhghtenment, the Noble Eightfold Path

s The Buddha said, ~“These, O Cunda, are the Truths which you must
learn and not quarrel over, in order that this pure religion may last long, and

be perpetuated, 1n order that 1t may be for the gopd and the happiness of the
many

¢ A new doctrine, Cunda, do I teach for subduing the mental intoxicants
that are generated even 1n this present hife also for extirpating them 1n the



INTRODUCTION Xv

after Iife The Arahant, n whom the 1ntoxicants are destroyed 1s incapa-
ble of performing nine thingse — he 1s mcapable of deliberately depriving
a lrving creature of life, he 1s incapable of taking what 1s not given so that 1t
constitutes theft, he 15 incapable of sexual impurity, he 15 incapable «f dek

berately telling hes, he 1s incapable of laying up treasure for indulgence 1n
worldly pleasure as he used to do in the life of the house, he 1s mncapable of
taking a wrong course through partiality, he 1s mcapable of taking a wrong
course through hate, he 15 incapable of taking a wrong course through
stupidity,he 1s incapable of taking a wrong course through fear

“The Supremely Enlightened One gs called Tathagata because as he
says, so he does, as he does, sohesays He has surpassed all, and has not been

surpassed by any, for that 1s he called Tathagata *

(7) Lakkhana Sutta

The Buddha was staying in the Jetavana Monastery at Sivatth1 There
he addressed the Bhikkhus and saxd — ““There ate tharty two special marks
of the superman, O Bhikkhus, for whom two careerslie open, and none other
If be lives at home,he becomes a Cakkavatti king, a righteousLord of the Right
Ruler of the four quarters, conqueror, Guardians of the People, 153 Owner of
the Seven Treasures His seven treasures are—the Wheel treasure (Cakkara-
tanam), the Elephant teasure (Hatthi ratanam), the Horse treasure (Assa -
ratanam), the Gem treasure (Man1 ratanam), the Woman treasure (Itth: -
ratanam), the Treasurer treasure (Gahapati ratanam), and the Captain
treasure (Parmndyaka ratanam)

“But, 1f such a one renounces Home and adopts the homeless life of a
monk, he becomes a Buddha Supreme, dispeller of the veil of darkness from

the world ”
The thirty two special marks of the Superman are the Tollowing —

(1) He hath feet with level tread, -

(2) Thousand spoked wheels appear on the soles of his feet,
(3) He has projecting heels,

(4) He 1s long 1n the fingers and toes,

(5) His hands andefeet are soft and tender,

(6)  His hands and feet are like a net,

(7) His ankles are like rounded shells,
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(8)
(9)

{10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)

(20)
(21)
(22)
(23)
(24)
(25)
(26)
(27)
(28)
(29)
(30)
(31)
(32)
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His legs are like an antelope’s,

Standing and without bending he can touch and rub his knees
with either hands,

His male organs are concealed in a sheath,

His complexion 1s of gold colour,

His skin 15 so delicately smooth that no dust clings to his body,
The down on 1t grows 1n single hair one to each pore,

The down on his body turns upward, every hair of 1t, blue black
i colour like eye paint, 1n little curfling rings curling to the
right,

He has a frame divigely straighte

He has the seven convex surfaces,

The front half of his body 1s hke a lions,

There 18 no furrow between his shoulders,

His proportoins have the symmetry of the bamian tree, the
length of his body 1s equal to the compass of his arms,

His bust 1s equally rounded,

His taste 1s supremely acute,

His jaws are as a hion’s,

He has forty teeth,

His teeth are regular,

His teeth are lustrous

The eye-teeth are very custrons,

His tongue 1s long,

He has a divine voice like that of the Karavika bird,

His eyes are itensely blue,

His eye lashes are like that of a cow,

Between his eyebrows there appears a mole white and soft

His head 15 like a royal turban

The Buddhz further explained, one by one, how these marks are ob-
tained as a result of the good actions of previous birth

(8) Sigdlovada Suita

The Buddha was staying in the Veluvana monastery at Rijagaha
Now, at this time, young Sigila, a householder’ son, rising betimes, went
forth from Rijagaha, and with wet hair and wet garments and clasped hands
uphifted, paid worship to the several quarters of earth and sky — to the east,
south, west, and no~th, to the nadir and the zenith
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The Buddha saw him there and enquired why was he worshipping the
directions Young Sigala said «— ‘ Sir, my father, when he was a dying,
sa1d to me—dear son, you should worship the quarters of earth and sky Sol,
sir, honouring my father’s word, rise betimes and, leaving Rajagaha, worship
on this wise ”

The Buddha taught him that the proper way of worshipping the four
directions are different from 1t, and that the following should be looked upon
as the six quarters — parents as the east, teachers as the south, wife and
children as the west, friends and companions as the north, servants and
work people as the nadir, rebigious teachess and Brahmanas as the zenith
And, the proper way of worshipping these quarters consisted in tulfilling
one’s duties towards them The Buddha further preached tohim what these
duties are and how they are accomplished

This opened the eyes of Sigala, and he took refuge in the Triple Gem
of the Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha

(9) Atinatiya Sutta
The Buddha was staying on the Gijhakaita Hill, at R4jagaha

There, the Guardian gods of the four directions approached him with
a great army of Yakkhas, of Gandhabbas, and of Kumbhandas, and paid
their homage to him

Then king Vessavana spoke thus to the Buddha — Lord, there are
many evil spirits who are hostile to yol, the Dhamma and the brotherhood,
for, they are averse to restraint and holy Iife It 15 possible, they might do
harm to your disciples dwellig in secluded places for practising meditation
They should learn, therefore, the Atdnatrya ward rune and<ecite them daily
for their safety and protection against such dangers

King Vessavana then recited before the Buddha the stanza of Atanatiya
spell, whach, first of all, consisted of offering adoration to all the Buddhas -
Vipassi, Sikh, Vessabhd, Kakusandha, Kondgamana, Kassapa, Angirasa
and Sakya, and, secondly invoking the protection of the sipirts of different
planes and power, such as - Kumbhandas, Nagas, Virlipikkha, Atanati,
Kusinaia, Tatold, Tattald, Ojasi, Aritiha, etc
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(10) Sangitz Sutta

While going on a tour, the Buddha “reached Pava, the Capztal of the
Mallas, and put up 1n the mango grove of Cunda, the smith The people
offered him an 1nvitation to visit their newly built mote hall and to offer

his blessings to them

On arriving at the door, the Buddha washed his feet and entered the
hall, and took his seat facing the east, leaning agaigst the central pillar The
Bhikkhus also washed their feet and entered the hall ranging themselves ag
anst the western wall and facing the east, befund the Buddha The Mallas
of Pava also washed their feet and’entered the hall, ranging themselves against
the eastern wall and facing the west with the Buddha before them

The Buddha delivered a discourse to them till late at night Then, the
meeting was dispersed and the Mallas worshipped the Buddha and left the

hall The Bhikkhus were left behind seated where they were, wrapped in
silence As the Buddha fel tired, he stretched himself on one side, allowing

Sariputta to address the Bhikkhus

Sariputta drew the attention of the Bhikkhus to the great confusion and
discord that had reigned amongst the followers of Nigantha Nataputta who
had recently died at Pava, and asserted that there was no possibility of that 1n
the Order of the Buddha, that was based on Doctrine well proclaimed by
him He preached that they should remember their cardinal rules and
principles most definitely and observe them with full unanimity He gave
them an enumeration of the Dhammas, arranged 1n groups of one, two, three

ten, as ——
What 1s the single principle ?
All beings Jive on food,

X X
What are the tunn principles ?
Mind and Body

Patience and gentleness
Mindfulness and 1ntelligence

Calm and m%ight



INTRODUCTIION XIX
Wisdom and Liberation

X X
What are the fivgfold principles ?

Five aggregates (Pafica khandha)

Five hindrances (Pacfia Nwarana)
X X
What are the tenfold *principles ?

Ten circles for meditation (Kasinan)
L]

Ten channels of action (Kammapatha)
(11) Dasuttara Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Campa, on the banks of the Lake Gaggara

At that time Sariputta delivered a discourse on the Dhamma to the
assembly of Bhikkhus, enumerating the cardinal principles arranged 1n groups
from one to ten, as under —

There 1s one thing, friends, that helpeth much, one thing that 1s to be
developed, one thing that 1s to be understood, one thing that 1s to be eliminated
one thing that 1s to be realised

Which one thing helpeth much ? Zeal in things that are good

Which one thing 1s to be developed ? Mindfulness

Whaich one thing 1s to be understood ? Contact as a condition of
mtoxicants (Asavas) and of grasping

Which one thing 1s to be elitminated ? The conceit ‘I am’

Which one thing 15 to be thoroughly learnt ? All beings live on food

Which one thing 1s to be cealised ? Sure and unshakable emancipa
tion of mind

X X X
Which five things help much ? Faith, good health, honesty,

energy, insight

Which five things are to be developed ? Five factors of perfect con-
centration
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Which five things are to be understood ? The five aggregates of
grasping (upadanakkha: dla)

X X X
Ten that must be developed the ten discs (kasina)

Ten that must be eliminated the ten wrong factors, to wit, wrong
views, wrong purposes, wrong speech, wrong action, wrong livelithood, wrong
effort, wrong mindfulness, wrong concentration, wrong knowledge, wrong

emancipation

4 The Present Volume Its Importance

Tt 15 interesting to note that two Sattas of the present volume Pasadika
and Sangitt  gwve reference to the state of general confusion and discord
that had been reigning amongst the followers of Nigantha Nataputta, Lord
Mahavira, the last Tirthankara of Jainism, after his death at Pavi, and to the
anxiety that 1t had aroused 1n the heart of the Buddha and his chief disciples
to be prepared to ward such danger 1n their own camp, by codifying the car-
dinal principles of the Dhamma The Sampasadaniya and the Dasuttara
Suttas also, though delivered under different backgrounds, seem to be making
the same attempt  This shows that the need for convening a Great Council
was felt much earlier than the words uttered by Subhadda in the presence
of the Venerable Mahakassapa on the occasion of the Mahaparinibbina and
that the mind of the Sangha had already set working towards that direction

This also throws a light on the present location of Pava, the place of
passing away of Mahavira The reference 1s to the Pava of the Mallas near
Kusindra, (not to the Pava of Magadha near Rajagaha) It 1s definite that
there were two places at that time called by the name of Piva and that at
both the places there were mango groves —in Magadha, belonging to
Pavarika, and 1p the Malla country to Cunda If a revision of view 1s thought
necessary to determuining the exact place where Lord Mahavira died, the
above reference would deserve an 1mporta:nt consideration

The third Sutta gives a detailed account of the Buddhust mythological
conception of a Cakkavattr king, that had beefi a common heritage of all
the traditions of Indian culture, and, 1t would be fruitful to make a note of 1t
for comparative studies  Simularly, the fourth Sutta, the Aggaiifia Sutta, 1s
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devoted to the Buddhist mythology of the process of dissolution and evolution,
and, the seventh Sutta, Lakkhana*Sutta, to that of the thirty two marks ofa
superman (Mahapurisa) The best use of these references can be made 1n
making comparative studies 1n the mythological traditions of India The
significance of the Atanatiya Sutta, stands on par with the same as above as a
mythological spell against the evil influence of hostile spirits, ghosts and
demons

In the mythological farration of the Cakkavatt1 king, however, a very
meaningful principle has been propounded — that, poverty 1s the root cause
of all degeneration, both spirftual and material and that a regeneration
of the nation and country cannot be posible without liquidating poverty
This shows that, side by side with the spiritual aspiration, the tradition
was fully conscious of the practical problems of hard life In the Sangiti
Sutta, the first cardinal principle has been taught as sabbe satla
aharatthutka or that all beings Iive on food

Just as the earlier two volumes, this one also gives references to the
different sects of mendicants and ascetics leading their own outlook of Lfe
The character of Sunakkhatta 1s interesting to note He was a follower of the
Buddha and did actually believe that the way taught by him leads to
Emancipation Even then, some how or other, he developed an unfriendly
attitude towardshum and finally deserted his Order Curiously enough, he
gained faith 1n the ascetic Korakkhattiya who had taken the vow of adopting
the behaviour of a dog (Kukkuravatika) and 1n the ascetic Kalira-mattaka
who had taken the vow of living on nothing else but wine and flessh Such
Sadhus attracted the attention and vemeration of the public, and they had
succeeded 1n forming their own groups of followers Some of them, like
Bhaggava and Nigrodha, did recognise the greatness of the Buddha, and
actually listened reverentially to his teachings There were, on the other hand,
recluses, like Pathikaputta and Sunakkhatta, who were determinedly anta-
gomistic to him, eager to oppose him in the pubhc All this throw a light on
the religious back ground in which the Buddha had fo carry on s mussion |

Last but not the least, the 1importance of the present volume consists
the exghth Sutta, the Sigalovada Sutta, which has a unique ndividuality
;Rfs own 1n the entire Pali camon It 1s true that the teachings of the Buddha
were principally directed to his assembly of homeless followers, who could
fulfil more successfdlly the process of self-trainming But, 1t does not mean
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that he did not mspire the lay devotees to a particular outlook of philosophy
and practical living At least, this Sutta, the Sigilovada Sutta, 15 entirely
devoted to the duties of a lay man 1n society torwards different quarters
It 1s for this reason, that this piece has been singled out for studies and
recitation by the Buddhist laity all over the world

5 The Present Edition

This presents a co ordinated editionin Devanagar of the third volume
of the Dighamkaya, the Pathikavagga, based on the following versions of
the text —Burmese Chatthasangiyana publication, 1956, Sinhalese edited
by Rev W Si1 Nanavasa Thera, $929, Siamese Mahimakuta Govern
ment publication, 1926, Roman edited by J E Carpenter, P T § 1911

For preparing our MSS, we have adopted the Chatthasangdyana ed:
tion as our basic text, an edition that has been brought out by the efforts and
sanction of an mternational Sangha constituting of the zealous holders of the
orthodox Theravida tradition Very often, we have agreed 1in selecting the
readings and 1n paragraph arrangement, but, we have broken new grounds
by providing a system of headings and subheadings and adopting a method
of punctuating, thereby making the text more useful for the modern reader

(a) Headings

In the old fashioned books, no headings have been given in the beginn
mg of asection  Instead, 1t s at the end that we have words hike  mitthitam
But, to the modern reader, this presents a difficulty in forming a complete
picture of the Sutta as an organic umty We have, therefore, ventured to
provide headings, numbered and arranged, with the purpose of bringing to
relief the order and sequence in the parts of the Sutta  As far as possible, the
headings have been constructed with words picked up from the body of the
text, the chief objective being to indicate at the outset what does the section
contam Our readers should note that they have been supplied by us and
that they do not belong fo the original text

The principal headings have been printed in 16pt Mono Black and
are numbered, with the article sign  Notable heads contained in it have
also been printed in 16pt  Mono Black, but have not been numbered The
sub-headings have been serially numbered ether in figures or mn letters, and
have been printed 1n 14pt Mono Black Headmgs, still subordinate to
1t have been numbered and printed in 12pt Mono Black In the folio of
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odd pages, 1t 1s only the principal headings that have been mentioned, not
the subordinate ones

(b) Selectron of readings

In selecting a reading for our text out of the variants available, philolo
gical consideration, no doubt, has been the chief consideration, but, at the
same time, we have not lost sight of the importance of the historical usage
When different forms are both grammatically correct and current i use, we
have put one 1n the text and mentioned the others in the foot notes In such
cases, selection of one form does not mean the rejection of others

(¢) Punctuation marks

Ornginally, no punctuation marks were used in Pali, except, perhaps,
one for full stop The Siamese edition has followed the same tradition But as
the syntax of Pal 1s, at times, so very difficult and comphicated, the use of the
modern marks of punctuations 1s decidedly advantageous in making out the
meaning exphat and m bringing out clearly the interconnections between the
dufferent constituent clauses and phrases, which, 1n theiwr absence, would have
remained obscure, if not misleading  'We have, therefore, used all the modern
marks freely, not mn a mechanically figid manner, but, only with a view to
facihtating the correct understanding of the sentences And in this, we have

tried to be systematic and consistent

The following marks have been used — full stop of Devanagari(i),
comma (,), colon ( ), semicolon (,), note of interrogation(?), note of inter-
jection (1), hyphen (-), dash (—), double mverted commas (‘““*), and single

imverted commas (*"

In the first volume of this series, the Mahivagga, we used mverted
commas to denote areported speech only where 1t was preceded by a repor
tng verb But , now, we have decided to use them even where the reporting
verb has not been mentioned  The quotation of a principal reported speech
has been mdicated by the use of double inverted commas, whether preceded
by a reportng verb or not, the quotation of a subordinate speech, contaaned
in 1t, has been mdicated by the use of single mnverted commas, and, the quo
tation of speech or speeches contaned even n that has been mdicated ngt
by mverted commas but simply by the use of a dash after 1ts rzﬁofang xl;)er
Fresh paragraphs occuring®imn the principal reported spee . VZ e:n
opened with doublemverted commas, and, those occuring 1n the subordinate
speech have been opened with single mverted commas
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(d) Abbremations

In the foot-note, the abbreviation A% stands for the Roman edition,
#ro stands for the Sinhalese edition, &re for the Siamese edition and o
for the Burmese edition

In the margm, the abbreviation ‘R’ stands for the Roman, and ‘B’ for
the Burmese editions They indicate that the page number put by its side
begins from that hne Reference to the page numbers of the Roman edrtion
will facilitate the use of the P T S Pah Enghsh Dictionary, as well as other
modern publications 1n or on Pah,. in which references are made to the books

of the Roman edition

(¢) Corner references

On odd pages of the book, the corner numbers refer to the Sutta, the
principal heading and the paragraph occuring at the end of the page, and on
even pages they refer to those occuring at the beginning of the page

(f) Spelling

About the mode of our spelling; it 13 necessary to note that we have
generally treated the indechinable particles va, $2 and # as independent words,

as the mitial vowels of eva, a1 and 141 are very often dropped 1 Pah

"The Parasavarna combination has essentially been made when occuring
m the same word, as—Sangha, Kifict, Pafica etc At other places, this com-
bination has been generally avoided as - evam 1, kammam # etc, But, to
show that the other forms are also grammatically valid, we have, on occasions,
used this form also—evampr, kammant etc

Some western editors have accepted the same method of spelling, but,
1n cases where ‘%’ 13 preceded by ‘4’ or ‘g’ by ‘4’ they have apphed the
Sanskrit rule of sandhi— akak savarne dighah, and have spelt the indechnable
particles together with the preceding words, as, desestts and tassapr But, 1
such cases also,» we have.spelt them separately as desess # and tassa fn
Therlengthening of the preceding vowels before # and g2 may well be explai
ned by the rule—Byafijane digharassa (Moggalana 133), which allows
lengthening of a short vowel, if 1t precedes a consonant, as in—muni-+care—
muny care, Khanti-+paramam=Khant paramam, Gotama+ti=Gotama t, Hoti+
t=Hots *
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The printing of the first two volumes of the series—Mahivagga and

Cullavagga — 1s almost completey and we are taking steps to get their copies
released for general distribution

As a matter of course, we should have next taken up the remaiming
three volumes of Vinaya Pitaka — Pacittiya, Parajka and Parivira, the
final press copy of which has been ready since long But, we found it
more suitable to give precedence to the printing of the three volumes
of the Digha Nikdya

Due to unavailability of paper, actual printing was started as late
as by the end of February ’58 And 1t 1s only m a period of about two
months that the printing of these volumes has been completed

The batch of our staff posted at the press for reading proofs — consisting
of an editor, Shr1 L. N Tiwary, M A, and two assistant editors, Shr1 Birbal

Sharma, M A and Shr1 Shyamdeo Dubedi, M A — had to work very
hard day and might, to bring out these three volumes in such a short
time

Dr A K Naramn, M A Ph D, Reader, College of Indology, B H U
has prepared the final press copy of this Introduction and has also seen 1t
through the press My best thanks are due to him for the same

We thank the proprietor and the staff of the Vidya Mandir Press
(Private) Ltd , Varanas, for their promptness and willing co operation
which made 1t possible to print these volumes in time

Bhikkhu J Kashyap



THE PALI ALPHABET IN

DEVANAGARI AND ROMAN CHARACTERS

VOWELS

T a ur i g1 o 81 Jwu U

CONSONANTS WITH VOWEL “A"

T ka @ kha T ga ¥ gha
¥ ca g cha T ja &, % jha
T ta 3 tha ¥ da & dha
qta 7 tha g da ¥ dha
T pa % pha T ba % bha
T ya Tra « la T va

g ha @ la

¥ na
=T fla
T na
T na
¥ ma
g sa
% am

ot o



VOWELS IN COMBINATION

ska wki ffxn Sk Fku Fki Fke @ ko
@ kha @rkhi fg ki =& Bu g khu g khii & khe @ kho

CONJUNCT-CONSONANTS

75 kka 59 fica g dva & mba
7@ kkha 5g ficha =1 dhya =1 mbha
7 kya = fija &5 dava N mma
f kn =7, =% fijha = nta ® mya
7 kla e, § tta =9 ntva ¥ mha
79 kva 23, g ttha = ntha o yya
& khya g ¥ dda = nda % yha
& khva § & ddha % ndra w lla
W gga w nta = ndha & lya
" ggha % ntha * nna & lha
o gya g nda 7 nya g vha
7 gra wr nna 7 nha T sta
g nka g nha o ppa of stra
§ nkha q tta % ppha & sna
§ nga @ ttha o pya  sya
g ngha @ tva < pla ™ ssa
39 cca g tya & bba ¥ sma
=g ccha 1 tra &1 bbha | sva
s jja g, & dda T bya & hma
¥, ¥ JJha ¥ ddha ¥ bra g hva
5=7 fifia a dya ¥ mpa =g lha
wg fiha Zzdra ¥ mpha
T=343, fe=1, T=3}, =u, =1, =g T=o0
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